Fact file

	Name
	Judge Jeffreys

	Information
	George Jeffreys, 1st Baron Jeffreys of Wem, PC (15 May 1645 – 18 April 1689), also known as "The Hanging Judge", became notable during the reign of King James II, rising to the position of Lord Chancellor (and serving as Lord High Steward in certain instances).
Jeffreys was born at the family estate of Acton Hall, Wrexham in Wales, the sixth son of John and Margaret Jeffreys. His grandfather, John Jeffreys (died 1622) had been Chief Justice of the Anglesey circuit of the Great Sessions and his father, another John Jeffreys (1608–1691) was a Royalist during the English Civil War and fought for Charles I but was reconciled to The Protectorate and served as a Sheriff in 1655.

Jeffreys became Lord Chief Justice in 1683 and presided over the trial of Algernon Sidney, who had been implicated in the Rye House Plot. Sidney was convicted and executed. James II, following his accession to the throne, named Jeffreys as Lord Chancellor in 1685, and elevated him to the peerage as Baron Jeffreys of Wem.

He presided over the "Bloody Assizes" in the autumn of 1685, at which harsh sentences were handed out to the Duke of Monmouth's followers after Monmouth's Rebellion. Nearly 200 people were hanged, and more than 800 transported to the colonies as indentured labourers. Jeffreys held the assizes in the Great Hall ofTaunton Castle, current home of the Somerset county museum. He was nicknamed "the hanging judge".

Following the Glorious Revolution, when the Roman Catholic King James II left for France, Jeffreys stayed in London till the last moment, being the only high legal authority in James's abandoned kingdom to perform the political duties. When the armies of William were approaching London, Jeffreys attempted to flee the country and follow the King abroad. He was captured in a public house in Wapping, now named The Town of Ramsgate. Reputedly he was disguised as a sailor, and was recognized by a surviving judicial victim. Jeffreys was in terror of the public when dragged to the Lord Mayor and then to prison "for his own safety". He begged his captors for protection from the mob.

He died of kidney disease (probably pyelonephritis) while in custody in the Tower of London on April 18, 1689. He was originally buried in the Chapel Royal of Saint Peter ad Vincula, Tower of London. In 1692 his body was moved to St Mary Aldermanbury, which was gutted in a 1941 German air raid, along with all traces of Jeffreys' grave. The remains of the church were then sold and re-erected in Fulton, Missouri, U.S.A



